It has generally been accepted that Aerobacter but not Escherichia spp. utilize uric acid as a primary source of nitrogen (S. A. Koser, J. Infect.
W. B. Sarles (J. Bacteriol. 71:480, 1956 Forty chick isolates were transferred every 2 to 3 days on half-strength BHI agar containing 0.5 % uric acid. After 10 and 20 transfers, the salinewashed cells were streaked on medium containing only uric acid nitrogen. None of the isolates grew without the additional source of nitrogen; hence, it appears that the nitrogen-nondependent uricolytic activity of Escherichia is not inducible.
The in vitro uricolysis by Escherichia spp. in media containing additional nitrogenous material suggests that these and other "nonuricolytic" 
